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Editor’s Note
Election campaigns, festivals, and the shadow of war. The good and terrible coexisted in a month where 
India celebrated the vanquishing of the venal. The Infravision Foundation worked towards its goal of 
mainstreaming issues such as road safety and the necessity for high-speed rail, which seemed to be 
gaining traction in the media as well, even in a hotly contested, politicised time. For TIF, every small step 
on the long journey to bringing infrastructure issues to the top of the national agenda is a big victory.

TIF is establishing a new Centre for Agri Infrastructure 
Research and Action (CAIRA). The centre, under the aegis of 
TIF, will be a hub for advocacy on issues related to regulation, 
finance, management and planning for agri infrastructure. 
Former Secretary for Agriculture in the Government of India, 
Siraj Hussain, has agreed to be the Chairman of the CAIRA 
Governing Council. TIF Founder and Managing Trustee 
Vinayak Chatterjee and public policy expert Akhilesh Tilotia 
will join him as founding members on the Governing Council. 
The Chairman and members will expand the Governing 
Council by inducting new members as work progresses. 
TIF has received a Letter of Support from the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. The letter states that the 
CAIRA initiative ''aligns with the stated policy of the 
Government of India to evolve a new generation of reforms 
and institutional architecture necessary to transform 
agricultural production and supply chains across all states 
of the country''. The prospect of establishing CAIRA as a 
leading national centre for development and promotion of 
agri infrastructure in India seems closer than ever.

CAIRA takes shape

On the Road, Safely
It's not every day that a Union Minister admits the government has failed. But 
then Minister for Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari believes in 
speaking his mind. More people, he said recently, have lost their lives in road 
crashes than in wars, militancy, and Naxalism combined. He called it a “dark 
issue” for his ministry, and symptomatic of a society lacking both “fear and 
respect for the law.” There could be no better time for all stakeholders to 
follow the recommendations made in the road safety study by TIF and IIT 
Delhi’s Transportation Research and Injury Prevention Centre. TIF has put its 
weight behind the report with a powerful call to action in Business Standard 
through an advertisement and article 
(https://www.business-standard.com/economy/analysis/road-safety-autho
rity-crucial-to-reducing-accidents-says-new-study-124100800839_1.html ).

https://www.business-standard.com/economy/analysis/road-safety-autho


The world stands at the precipice of a fundamental shift in 
its relationship with work. One in five jobs could possibly 
disappear, displacing the vulnerable, eliminating repetitive 
tasks, automating services and predicting knowledge. It 
will also enable the highly skilled to learn, grow and be 
efficient. Competition will create equity, but it will also raise 
some tough questions: what happens when labour is 
abundant and what is the role of education in such an 
environment. These were among the many insights from 
AI expert Shailesh Kochhar, who was in conversation with 
TIF CEO Jagan Shah at the India Habitat Centre in the sixth 
edition of InfraKatha. The topic was AI: Reshaping the 
Digital Infra Landscape. Kochhar took a long view of 
technological innovation and how each age of change 
brought with it fears of unemployment. AI, he said, would 
provide as many challenges as opportunities. Here's more 
on the riveting conversation which included fascinating 
insights in answer to several questions from a curious 
audience : https://youtu.be/hIzp4YhZcMo .  

Audience listening to Kochhar Kochhar and TIF CEO Jagan Shah

Shailesh Kochhar at InfraKatha

Infra in the Age of AI

Author and historian William Dalrymple will be in conversation with TIF 
Founder and Managing Trustee Vinayak Chatterjee on the Indosphere and 
the rise of cities in ancient India. It's the seventh edition of InfraKatha on 
November 24, 2024, at 7 pm at Gulmohar, India Habitat Centre. Here's the 
registration link to attend. 
https://habitatclub.indiahabitat.in/registration?id=4890 .  

Sneak Peek Infrakatha #7

https://youtu.be/hIzp4YhZcMo
https://habitatclub.indiahabitat.in/registration?id=4890


TIF@Media
The International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes 
(ICSID) is a World Bank Group institution set up in 1996, with a 
specific mandate to resolve disputes that arise between foreign 
investors and the countries in which they invest. Although India 
actively participates with the World Bank and its affiliated 
institutions — the International Finance Corporation and the 
Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency — it is not a signatory 
to ICSID. India’s hitherto non-participative position in ICSID 
requires a fresh assessment, according to TIF Founder and 
Managing Trustee Vinayak Chatterjee in Business Standard. 

TIF@Workshop
There were two representatives from TIF 
at Josh Talks' City Champions summit. 
TIF CEO Jagan Shah and TIF 
Distinguished Fellow Rajiv Ranjan Mishra 
spoke at a panel discussion on shaping 
the future of our cities for a Viksit Bharat. 
They shared their vision on how the 
startup ecosystem can enhance 
coordination with the government in 
addressing India’s complex city systems. 
The event also saw honours for the top 
16 change-making organisations driving 
urban transformation across India. 

TIF@Roundtable
TIF Advisor and former director of IIM Bangalore G 
Raghuram spoke at the second National 
Warehousing & Supply Chain Summit on Driving 
Efficiency with Innovative Solutions, organized by the 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI) in October. Raghuram made a strong 
pitch for government lands to be opened up to 
private warehousing players for the field to grow. 

Jagan Shah and Rajiv Ranjan Mishra (left, second left) at the City 
Champions Summit
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We shall miss you, Bibek
Bibek Debroy was a Renaissance Man. An economist, a passionate translator of 
ancient Hindu texts, a railways enthusiast, and a dear friend of TIF as well as 
juror of the InfraShakti Awards, he was an early proponent of the Sooraj Se 
Rozgari study. TIF's presentation to the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime 
Minister, which he chaired, was seminal in the later crafting of the Prime 
Minister's Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana. But TIF's association with him went 
beyond and above that. He was much loved for his passion for limericks as 
much for his illuminating advocacy of Itihasa.
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Test Your Infra Power
1. Which river rejuvenation project is causing a controversy in Telangana?

2. Where in India is the Tata Advanced System Limited-Airbus facility dedicated to 
manufacturing C-295 military aircraft. 

3. Where will the 2024 United Nations Climate Change Conference or Conference of the 
Parties of the UNFCCC, more commonly known as COP29, be held?   

4. Which is the longest highway in India? 

5. Which fort was the location for some scenes in this year's 
biggest hit, the horror comedy Stree 2?

TIF Founder and Managing Trustee Vinayak Chatterjee participated in a webinar on India’s infrastructure development 
journey as part of Karmayogi Saptah, under the banner of Mission Karmayogi, launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
Chatterjee spoke on key phases of growth, challenges faced and the path forward for creating sustainable and world-class 
infrastructure. He was one among key Karmayogis such as Infosys co founder Kris Gopalakrishnan, Chairperson of the M.S. 
Swaminathan Research Foundation Dr Soumya Swaminathan and CEO of the Azim Premji Foundation Anurag Behar who 
spoke during National Learning Week, which aims to foster lifelong learning and skill development for civil servants. The goal 
is to provide actionable insights for government officials to improve their effectiveness and contribute to a stronger, more 
responsive public service.

TIF@Mission Karmayogi
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